What is claimed is: 



1 . In connection with a video display system capable of displaying a sequence of 
video segments, a method for displaying a plurality of control objects associated with said 
video segments on a display screen comprising the steps of: 

displaying a first control object, associated with the displayed furst video segment, on 
the display screen in a focus position simultaneous with the display of a first video segment 
on the display screen; 

displaying a second control object, associated with a second video segment, adjacent 
to the focus position; and 

moving the second control object to the focus position, and the first control object out 
of the focus position, in substantial synchronicity with a transition between the display of the 
first video segment and the second video segment on the display screen. 

2. The method of claim 1 , fiirther comprising the step of displaying a third 
control object adjacent to the focus position, whereby the focus position is interposed 
between the second control object and the third control object. 

3. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

scrolling among the plurality of control objects based on input firom a user of the 
video display system; 

accepting the selection of one of the plurality of control objects based on input from a 
user of the video display system; and 

displaying a video segment associated with the selected control object. 

4. The method of claim 1 , further comprising displaying a focus fi-ame within 
said focus position, said focus fi-ame operative to supply a visual indication of user control of 
the first control object and moving said focus fi-ame under user control to the second control 
object. 

5 . The method of claim 1 , said first and second control obj ects includmg 
displayed therein visual annotation corresponding to the content of the video segments 
associated with said control objects. 
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6. The method of claim 2 wherein the first, second, and third objects correspond 
to current, future, and past segments respectively within a default video sequence. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of simuhaneously moving 
the third object off of the display screen, and a fourth object onto the display screen 
simultaneous with the movement of the first object out of the focus position and the second 
object into the focus position so that the end position results in the focus position being 
interposed between the first control object and the fourth control object. 

8. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of displaying at the second 
control object a plurality of subobjects, each corresponding to a respective video segment, to 
provide a selectable branching pathway firom the video segment associated with the first 
control object. 

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of, in the absence of input 
fi-om a user of the video display system, moving the preselected one of the second control 
subobjects to the focus position, and the first control object out of the focus position, at the 
end of the display of the first video segment. 

10. A system, in connection with a video display system, for displaying a plurahty 
of control objects simultaneous with associated video segments on a display screen, 
comprising: 

a first control object displayed m a focus position on said display screen simultaneous 
with an associated first video segment; 

a second control object, associated with a second video segment, displayed adjacent 
to said focus position on said display screen, 

wherein the second control object is moveable into the focus position, and the first 
control object out of the focus position, in substantial synchronicity with a transition between 
the display of the fibrst video segment and the second video segment on the display screen. 

1 1 . The system of claim 1 0, further comprising a third control obj ect, associated 
with a third video segment, displayed adjacent to said focus position on said display screen, 
whereby the focus position is interposed between the second control object and the third 
control object. 
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12. The system of claim 11, wherein the plurality of control objects can be 
scrolled based on input from a user of the video display system and wherein one of the 
plurality of objects can be selected based on input from a user of the video control system to 
thereby cause the selected object to move to the focus position on the display screen in 
substantial synchronicity with a start of the display of the video segment associated with the 
selected object. 

1 3 . The system of claim 1 2, further comprising a focus frame moveable between 
the pluraUty of objects based on input from the user of the video display system, 

14. The system of claim 10, said first and second control objects including 
displayed therein visual annotation corresponding to the content of ftie video segments 
associated with said control objects. 

15. The system of claim 12 wherein the first, second, and third objects correspond 
to current, ftiture, and past segments respectively within the video sequence. 

1 6. The system of claim 1 0, further comprising a plurality of subobjects located in 

place of the second object, each corresponding to a respective video segment, to provide a 
selectable branching pathway from the video segment associated with the first control object. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein in the absence of input from a user of the 
video display system, moving the preselected one of the second confrol subobjects to the 
focus position, and the first confrol object out of the focus position, at the end of the display 
of the first video segment. 

1 8 . The system of claim 1 0, further comprising a video frame in which the video 
segments are displayed where said video frame is spaced from said focus position. 

19. A computer-readable medium on which is stored a program for displaying a 
plurality of confrol objects on a display screen in connection with a video display system, the 
program comprising instructions which, when executed by the computer, perform the steps 
of: 
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displaying a first control object, associated with the displayed first video segment, on 
the display screen in a focus position simultaneous with the display of a first video segment 
on the display screen; 

displaying a second control object, associated with a second video segment, adjacent 
to the focus position; and 

moving the second control object to the focus position, and the first control object out 
of the focus position, in substantial synchronicity with a transition between the display of the 
first video segment and the second video segment on the display screen. 

20. The medium of claim 1 9, further comprising: 

displaying a third control object, associated with a third video segment, adjacent to 
the focus position so that the focus position is interposed between the second and third 
control objects; and 

moving the third object off of the display screen, and a fourth object onto the display 
screen simultaneous with the movement of the first object out of the focus position and the 
second object into the focus position so that the end position results in the focus position 
being interposed between the first control object and the fourth control object. 

2 1 . The medium of claim 20, further comprising displaying a video segment 
associated with the control object located in the focus position within a video frame on the 
display screen, wherein the video frame is non-overlapped with the focus position. 

22. The medium of claim 20, fiirther comprising displaying at the second control 
object a plurality of subobjects, each corresponding to a respective video segment, to provide 
a selectable branching pathway from the video segment associated with the first control 
object. 

23. The medium of claim 22, fiuther comprising the step of, in the absence of 
input from a user of the video display system, moving the preselected one of the second 
control subobjects to the focus position, and the first control object out of the focus position, 
at the end of the display of the first video segment. 
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